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sojourned in divers places where no suspicion could be
had of their incontinence. For, at first, they dwelt together
after they had made their vow, and then people slandered
them, and said they used their lust and their pleasure, as
they did before making their vow. And when they went
out on pilgrimage, or to see and speak with other ghostly
creatures, many evil folk, whose tongues were their own,
failing the dread and love of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
deemed and said they went rather to woods, groves, and
valleys, to use the lust of their bodies, so that people
would not espy it or know it,
Having knowledge how prone people were to deem
ill of them, and desiring to avoid all occasion for it as
much as they rightly might, they, of their own free will
and common consent, parted asunder, as touching their
board and their chambers, and went to board in divers
places. And this was the cause that she was not with him;
and also that she should not be hindered from her con-
templation. And therefore when he had fallen, and
grievously was hurt, as is said before, the people said, if
he died, it was worthy that she should answer for his
death. Then she prayed to Our Lord that her husband
might live a year, and she be delivered out of slander, if it
were His pleasure.
Our Lord said to her mind: —'Daughter, thou shalt
have thy boon, for he shall live, and I have wrought a great
miracle for thee in that he was not dead, and I bid thee
take him home and keep him for My love.'
She said: — 'Nay, good Lord, for I shall then not
attend to Thee as I do now/
'Yes, daughter/ said Our Lord, 'thou shalt have as
much reward for keeping him and helping him in his 88a
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